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Date of ﬂli‘h Jen. 25, 1942

McDonald Manganese Sixes River Area a Ourry Oounty '
{prospect)

Manganese etaina are prominent in a redd c qng 8 i1les -
up Floras Creek fron U.S. Highway 101. "°P° ’iﬁ 1’°“ﬂ'¥ e.

was not found, but may sonesivably haye'been manganese. Further
prospecting is juetified -on baaie of acooeaibility and 1ack of
knmrledgo of exbﬂtt of chort.

Ovmr: 0.E. Monam ' Butlgrd'a l’orry ' "Biﬁaén;"Orego!i '
Area: Deeded. hnd, 60 acres ‘
Looation- Six miles up the Floras Creek rod and about one mile north

‘ 40 “the north bank of Florss Oreek. Property includes that part

of Sec. 5, T. 31 8., R. 14 W, boundod on the south by Floras
Oraek, in the RE 1/3 of 36¢. B .

Proapoo‘b is 7 miles Prom B Highway 101 and one half mile
from that point to Langlois, 32 miles to Goquille.

Hiztory: Property was bought ‘end operated for ceder. Several years ago
- a boulder was found which may hav e been manganesse.

Topography: lLocated on ths worth bank of Floras Cresk, s stream with e
large flow during all the year except mid -summer

Davelopuent werk: Ho developmmu wom auna. _

Geologyx Prospeat ls in serpentine dountry rock, aﬂjaeent to the northern
contact of the serpentine with the Myrtle sandstone, and extends
eastward from the basalt plug boundi% the serpentine on the wnt
tu the B‘yrtla smdsﬁc’ns on‘the east’,

lianganese ogours as hea.vy etains on seams and fractures in a
reddish chert zone which strikes east- weat. The shert zons is
mariced by u series of imobs whish rige conspiauously from the
north bask of the canyon. No évidence of hizh grade nanganese
could be found, Hwavy wvegetation prevented a tharough iavestigation.

Regommendstions: It ie re‘gonilandéd'* thet the area be earefully prospacted.
Informant:  O.E. MoDonald
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Report by: Randall E. Brown
Date of visit: Peb. 12, 1942

Roberts Manganese Sixes River Area Curry County

Manganese oxldes are exposed 1.5 miles northeast of Edson Butte near
the South Pork of Floraz Oreek. The manganese occurs in a seriec of
cherts which erop out around a small hill, in place. The chart lens
in which the manganese occurs is continucus for more than 100 feet and
averages about 3 feet thick. The grade of ore is below 40% emcept loca 1lly,
and is highly eiliceous. The deposit is located near an old logging road
which would require rebuilding for 3 miles to permit operation,

Owner: Lee J. Roberts Langlois, Oregon
Area: Deeded land
Loeation: Located two miles beyond the end of the ™lorezs Orsek road in

the NW 1/4 of Sec. 13, T. 31'S., R, 14 ¥, a half mile southwest
of the South Fork of Flomas Oreek.

Deposit is 12 miles from B Highway 101 at a point 1/2 mile
south of lLanglois, and 32 milee south of Coquille, the nearest
railhead.

History: Property was recently leased to Toy L. Young, mining operator
from Oakland, California, and at present is being opened #p to
expose the manganese zone with intent of stockplling the ore.

Topography: Deposit is exposed on the south side of a small hill, about
50 feet above the base of the hill and 30 feet from the top. The
talus slops below the exposure containe considerable manganese
boulders., Slope is downhill to the end of the Floras Oreek road.
Deposit is in gutover land, in moderately rugged country, at an
sltitude of 1,000 feet.

Development: Deposit 1s exposed over a distance of 100 feet and from
3 to 10 feet vertically. The manganese zone is terminated on
either end by the ends of the hill. No work has been done to
determine the depth of the manganese zone.

Geology: The eountry rock, according to Diller, is basalt. If govering
the area designated by Diller, the ridge containing the manganese
is surrounded by the basalt. However, it is believed that the
deposit lies on the northern edige of the basalt plug. The rock
eropping out above and below the chert zone is Myrtle sandstone.
The manganese occurs in a red chert lens which conetitutes the
basal wember of a series of cherts resting on sandstone bedrock.
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White chert orops out to the ogrest of the hill, about 30 feet above the
top of the red chert lens, with traces of sandstone at the hill sumit.

The manganese ocours as pods, boulders and irregular nasses of
peilomelane and pyrolusite within the red chert. Only traces of atain
oceur in either the white chert or the underlying sandsto ne. The highest
grade ore is found at the western end of the deposit whers the manganese
zone is less than 3 feet thick. Toward the east end the zone thickens
to ten fest but the manganese decreases in grade. Apparently the effect
of weathering has been to concentrate the mancanese in a narrower zone
on the weat.

The chert composes the entime top of the hill and can be traced
completely around the hill. The red chert orops out around the hill
but is only stained on the north side. The attitude of the chert is:
Strike N. 65 E, dip 15 to 40° N,

This deposit clearly -howe the relatio nship between the red chert,
the white chert and the manganese. It is possible that the iron in the
red chert is being replaced by manganese, and that the lack of iron in
the white chert may prevent precipitation within that rosk.

Mining and metallurgy: The ore is the siliceous type, common to this
type of manganese deposits and can probably not be concentrated. The
deposit must be blasted, but the"ore"oan be handled easily Pfrom the
talus slope below.

An assay of typical ore from the deposit pave: Mn 29 .8%
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