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Ontobor 16, 1964

Hollla Dole

State Deporiment Cooloyr
and ueral Industries

1069 Stote Off4ice Puilding

Pertland 1, Oragom

Deax lollls;

This pertains to the state~owmed mireral rights on the Roe Davis
holdings i Narmey Sovnty ( 7238, RI0T, See, 14, B8R}, SW'SE}, SEiowd ) and
the Siele land Bosrd's letter of Jeptembar 21 requestine ar apmraisal therecof,

W examinatton of this land yaz mede during the morning of October 14.
It consisted of 2 cruise by eer over much of the tract, ineluding visitatiom
to the site of a nevly dug recevoir and to 2 section where where dozing and
beek-hoe trenching was underway for strest and sewer installations, Mr, Davis
accompanied me ard pointed cut tho nreperty lines snd corners,

The property consists of an estinated two-thimds of flat to pently sloping
fieldg, These have teen oultivated in the past and & rartion wes used for a lan
ing otrip drring tre late 1940's ond throuvgheut most of the 1950's, The rest
of the tract corsists of moderately steep terrace slopes and & g-all amomt of
terrace tench l:nd, The subdivisien now under construetion 1z belng tuilt on
a portion of the bottomland,

No cleanly exposed cutoroppings of bedresk sceur on the jweporty, Instead,
all land surface is covored with egoll certalning amgyler Pregrents of lava and
obsidion and in nlaces reournded strean gravels, Most of this is or)luvium
originating from the Danforth farmation which is mapped ( U.S,.C.S. Water Supply
Paper, 841 ) as the bedrock formation underlying the Davis holdings and much
of the meighbaring cocuntyry. The Danforth ic deseribed =g comprised of bedded
siltstones, sandstomes, tuffs and ash with some associated rhyelite and coarse
grevel intorbeds. These comporents cless ag run-of-the-nill rock members and
none have been recognized as having unigue cor significant commereizl potential
over and beyond use as f£ill moterial or road ballast,

Degpite their depth of an estinmated six te seven feet in places, neither
the resevoir nmr the street or sewsr excavations penotrated bedroclk, What they
showed was merely nore o the colluvium just described or ence-removed rock
delris waghed in from vhe neighbaring hills %o the north,



Pumice and cinders comstitute the only mineral substance historically
mired from scurces close to the Davis preperty and acecoding to avallable
records the nearest euch occurrence is located a mile and a hall ar better =
to the southwesty The rest of the occowrrences are at even grecier distances.

An occgsionel chunk of cinder 48 to be noted with the reck delwris en
the Devis property but beyond this there is no evidencs to suggest the existence
of any winecable ascoumlation. Tuon if an accumlation should be revealed ag
the resulid of [ulwro excavation, the situation should give rice %o no great
loss of mineral leese revemue to the stete due to the excessive distance to
large out]ying market ayreas, the linited extent of local demend for material
of this iype and the presence of nearty allernative scurces of supply for such
local needs ws do sxist. The histay of the mining of pumice from the cccurrences
loceted weot of Hines bLesr this corclusicn out in that while 4t did generate
sparadic ﬁhip‘!‘ih of aggregate to Cntario, Dolss and John Doy ever & pericd
of yeaxrs, the opcrc.tim was not & profituble venture,

By wuy of mm':xz..ng the furegoing data I cen advige that I see no
parbicum ressi for the land Dosyd to complicate thelr recerds ‘oy conbinuing
to hold these m'nexal rights and this conclusion is Vased an (‘1) the genercl lack
of agsoeleted minerc] values of note with ihe Denfortk formabtion sg & whole, (2)
the lagk of indicetien of tangible ninexul velue underlying the imwdiate surface
on the Davis property, and (3‘3s the luek, Lo date, of awy sigaificent incdlcatiom
of convereial oll and gzs 2t deplh desp ﬂ‘:«e LBy years of wildcat drilling in the
Bearney Valley ot la:-gs. Conrversely, tbe reloase of mineral rights to this —
proparty would be in harmony with an already welileesicblished trend im that the
aros belween Buyns md Hines lo alveady lergely iemgedy occupled with residential,
counercial and publie facilitles of divers inds te the exicnl thet sertinuing
exrension @long this line ie a logisal developuent,

Sincerely
Hormen 5. Wognes

Geologist

FS: Photographs of the erea sve included on the attached page,
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View looking generally northeast from a point near the southern margin
of the SEi of the SW} of section 14. A portion of the reservoir is
shown on the right margin of the photo. Some of the subdivisional area
is located in the field directly above the reservoir rim.
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View northwestward from one of the streets in the subdivision.
Shown is the rock-soil nature of the materisl being excavated.



STATE OF OREGON

- IN REFEARING TO THIS COMMUNICAT
OFFICE OF THE STATE LAND BOARD o X (ESCATANT THAT YOS WENE
STATE CAPITOL
SALEM 97310 FiLE NoO. 0-3.6892"8

September 21, 1964

Department of Geology and
Mineral Industries

1069 State Cffice Bldge
Portland, Oregen

Attention: Ralph Mason

Gentlemen:

Pursuant to our phone call t¢ Mr. Mason September 11, 1964, we will
advise the Land Board deedad the

EASEX, SWiSER, SEASWE, Secticn 14,
Township 23 South; Range 30, East, Harney County,

to Roe Davis, reserving all minerals to the state. We have been re-
quested to release the reserved minerals as the land is adjacent to
Hines, Oregon; and the reservation is detrimental to a proposed resi-
cential addition.

Would you please advige what your records indicats as to the existence
of minerals anxd also let us have your opinion as to whether or not the
State should ievain ibts iightse

Very truly yours,

STATE LAND BQARD
Dale Mallicoat, Clerk
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F. C. Deckebach
Assistant Clerk
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